As a good deal which has lately been written about lamp accidents teems to take for granted that " explosion" is their common cause, and that their occurrence can be prevented by legislation directed to the raising of the " flash point," it may be well to point out once more that the low flash of an oil does not in iteelf cause or even predispose to the explosion of a lamp in which it is burned ; indeed, the fact is probably just the other way. What the low flash does is to make the spilling of the oil, from whatever cause it may occur, a serious matter in many cases in which with an oil of a high flash point it might lead to but little mischief. When a lamp explodes, whether the oil be high flash or low flash, the oil itself will certainly be lighted. But 
